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Regional

Theising tries to find ways to make cities better
There is little question that many American
cities are seen as in decline on many fronts.
East St. Louis is usually mentioned as a prime
example, but rarely are solutions put forward.
But what can be done about urban decline?
Someone who tries to answer that question
is Andrew Theising, an associate professor
in the department of political science and
director of the Institute for Urban Research at
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville.
A lifelong resident of St. Louis, Theising
obtained his bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees in political science from the
University of Missouri in St. Louis.
Given all of the problems that cities face –
and with the lack of much clear understanding of how to fix them – why study cities?
“I pay a lot of attention to East St. Louis
and this is my personal fear that we will
never fix the problems of places like East
St. Louis if we don’t pay attention to them,”
Theising said. “Somebody has to keep turning the discussion back to what can we do
here. And I want to be one of those people.”
He uses the term “failed cities” for those
urban areas that were created for a particular
purpose that doesn’t exist anymore, and East
St. Louis is one of them. At the other end of
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the spectrum he finds Madison, Wis.
“In my opinion (Madison) shows everything that is right about cities,” Theising
said, pointing to areas like housing development. “They have a growing population
despite really high tax rates and it is because
the city delivers a lot for that price.”
Cities cannot be seen as homogeneous
units. The growth of the suburbs has led to
self-segregation in metro areas based more
today on economics than ethnicity. That is
why the central areas of cities tend to concentrate people who are living in poverty.
In the case of East St. Louis, Theising gives a
historical perspective.
“Quite honestly East St. Louis hasn’t
changed that much over the last 150 years,”
he said. “If we look at East St. Louis in 1918,
the census of government pointed out that
East St. Louis was the second poorest city
government in the United States. It had factories and jobs working around the clock, but
it was the second poorest city. Why? Because
even though it had assets it did not manage

them well and it chose not to tax its base. It
thrived on an illegal underground economy
of liquor, drugs, prostitution and gambling,
and when the factories started shutting in
the 1950s, we also saw a lot of the gambling
and the prostitution leave.
“So here is a city now that doesn’t have the
underground support and it doesn’t have
much of a legitimate economy of support.
So what does it do? It has made the illegal,
legal. So gambling – which used to be carried
out illegally in the back rooms of taverns – is
now legalized and put on the riverfront.”
Some cities have invested a lot of time,
effort, and money trying to resurge but
still they don’t seem to take off. “I think a
big challenge is the fact that the market is
not brought in,” Theising said. “We tend to
go in to places, East St. Louis, Detroit, and
we do a lot of public investment there, or
non profit investment there, but we are not
bringing in the entrepreneurs. I think that
something that is going to come back and
haunt the entire St. Louis region is the fact
that we have lost a lot of our capital investors, our speculative investors, the people
who would invest in start-ups. Those people
are not investing in this region and those are

the folks we need.”
Every time a non-profit or government
building is constructed, Theising sees that
is as piece of land going off the tax base.
He said that he believes that the non-profits
are the glue that is holding East St. Louis
together, but they can’t do it alone.
Theising is now working on a project that
will allow for a better understanding of how
cities have been managed.
“My next big project is a biography of
mayor Raymond Tucker (former mayor of
St. Louis from 1953 until 1965),” he said.
“People who have lived in St. Louis who
are my father’s age will say, ‘Oh I remember
Mayor Tucker. He is the guy who cleaned the
air, he got rid of the air pollution in St. Louis,
he was the guy who built the Gateway Arch,
and he was the guy who built the interstate
highway system in St. Louis,’ and no one has
ever told his story, until now.”
Aldemaro Romero is the Dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences at Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville. His show, “Segue,” can be heard
every Sunday morning at 9 a.m. on WSIE,
88.7 FM. He can be reached at College_Arts_
Sciences@siue.edu.
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Police investigating
Captain D's robbery
Man carrying pistol forces manager to open safe
The Intelligencer
Two men, one of them armed,
robbed Captain D’s Seafood Kitchen
Tuesday night.
Edwardsville police officers
answered an alarm at the restaurant,
1960 Troy Rd., at 8:53 p.m., James
Bedell, the Edwardsville police
chief, said in a written statement
Wednesday.
The men, one of them holding a
silver-colored semi-automatic pistol,
forced the manager to open the safe
and took an undisclosed amount of
cash.
The robbers ran from the restau-
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rant and got into a black sports utility vehicle.
The robbers were described
as about 5 feet 8 inches tall, both
African-Americans of average build.
One was wearing a gray hoodie and
a red bandana, the other an orange
hoodie and white bandana.
No one was injured during the
robbery.
Bedell asks that anyone with information about the crime contact Barry
Jones, a detective, at 656-2131.

Wildey performance canceled
Due to the hospitalization of a
cast member, The Imaginary Theatre
Company has cancelled their performance of “The Elves & The
Shoemaker,” scheduled to be per-

formed Saturday, Nov. 26 at the
Wildey Theatre in Edwardsville. The
Imaginary Theatre Company will
reschedule a production in the new
year. Tickets will be refunded.

ROBBERY
Continued from Page 1
The owner ran out the back door and called Edwardsville police,
according to a news release.
That prompted Loggins and Tiller to run out the front door, empty
handed, and hop into a waiting car.
A customer followed them out of the store and relayed a description
of the car and the suspects to police.
Several other people did the same, police said. Officers stopped the
car at East Vandalia near Trio Lane and took the five people inside into
custody.
Tiller, 44, of Swansea, and Beatrice Gant, 29, of Belleville, were charged
with attempted armed robbery. Tiller faces a Nov. 28 jury trial. Gant, the
driver, faces a trial Jan. 17.
Circuit Judge Charles Romani set Loggins’ bail at $75,000. During
his incarceration at the Madison County Jail, Loggins allegedly shoved
another inmate, Jerry Everett Rhyne, repeatedly against the bars. He was
charged with misdemeanor battery.

FIRE
Continued from Page 1
Tenant Ben Adkins was in the house with a visitor when he heard the
smoke alarm and reported the fire at 8:37 a.m.
The house is owned by Greg Russell, of Chester.
The Edwardsville Fire Department had 17 firefighters at the house. The
Glen Carbon Fire Department covered the Edwardsville fire station and
Highland Ambulance stood by during the fire to take any calls while the
Edwardsville medical personnel were fighting the fire.
A specially equipped team of Wood River firefighters stood ready to assist
any of the firefighters should they require assistance while fighting the fire.
The Fire Department was called out Sunday around 6 p.m. to an apartment
building in the 1300 block of Esic Drive. Some papers there caught fire, but it
was out when firefighters arrived.
Firefighters answered an alarm at Leclaire Elementary School, 801 Franklin
St., early Wednesday afternoon., A propane-fueled floor buffer set off an automatic alarm. No fire occurred.

VILLAGE
Continued from Page 1
The trend toward aggregation actually traces back to the 1990s
when deregulation laws allowed for the “unbundling” of the production and delivery of energy.
Illinois passed a law recently that allows municipalities to propose referendums.
“If that referendum is approved, you are entitled to put the entire
load of all the electric accounts for your residential and small retail
customers out to bid with an alternative electric supplier,” Carr
said. The competition has allowed large commercial accounts to
save money on their energy bills, but until recently those savings
have not trickled down to the small user, Carr said.
GoodEnergy has signed up about 130,000 households in the
AmerenIP service territory.
“That’s going to give us phenomenal buying power,” Carr said.
“All the large power companies right now are desperate to get
in on your business. Residential accounts are the last frontier of
deregulation.”
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RoxAnn Raisner points out features of the Benjamin Stephenson House pianoforte. Visitors to the historic site during the
Christmas Candlelight Tour Friday and Saturday will hear the instrument played at an event for the first time since completion of a two-year restoration project. The instrument was donated to Stephenson House by Gary Ragan, in memory of his
wife, Bobbi.

TOURS
Continued from Page 1
But guests at the candlelight tour will see holly
adorning the windows and other trappings of the
season.
“What we celebrate as Christmas is a great big
combination of cultures,” Raisner said.
Visitors will meet Father Christmas, who
evolved into the American Santa Claus, and his
brother Rupert, a character lost in contemporary
Christmas.

SANTA
Continued from Page 1
This is the seventh year Santa has
welcomed visitors to his house in
City Park and Parks Department
Program Coordinator Katie Grable
said he drew in excess of 600 guests
last year.
“The Parks Department always
looks forward to opening the Santa
House for the holidays,” Grable

Rupert, a dirty, mean man, “the polar opposite
of Father Christmas,” carries chunks of coal and
a switch. His role is to scare naughty children
straight. He threatens to take the kids’ gifts and
exchange them for coal.
But parents need not fear exposing their children
to Rupert. “We use him more as a bit of comic
relief,” she said.
Visitors will see candle makers at work in the
kitchen and meet actors portraying Benjamin
Stephenson and his friend, Ninian Edwards, one of
Illinois’ first U.S. senators and its third governor.
“A Visit from St. Nicholas,” also called “The
Night Before Christmas,” the famous poem written in 1823 that shaped the conception of Santa
Claus, will be read each evening at 7:30 p.m. by

said. “Each year, more and more
families come to see Santa and
his elf since we first opened in
December of 2005. I think people are drawn to the Santa House
because they’d like to avoid the
crowded stores and expensive mall
Santas.”
At City Park, the price can’t be
beat.
Visits with Santa are free.
The Parks Department will have a
digital camera on hand and can take
and e-mail photos to participants.
Grable said that might not be the

one of two storytellers, Rudy Wilson and Diane
Schrader.
The Cabaret Chancel Singers will perform
Saturday at 6 p.m.
The Stephenson House’s pianoforte, an early
version of the modern instrument, will be
heard at a public event for the first time since
Richard Murphy, of Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville, finished its two-year restoration in
the spring.
Raisner sees the event as “a good opportunity to
get (holiday visitors) out and show them a part of
Edwardsville.”
The transformation of the house by candlelight
is “magical,” Raisner said. “It’s one of my favorite
events.

most efficient method during busy
periods and she encouraged parents
to bring their own cameras.
In years past, hostesses took photos with a Polaroid camera, but digital photography has pushed that
practice aside.
“We used to take Polaroid pictures, but Polaroid film is very hard
to find and very expensive,” Grable
said.
Still, nothing beats a visit with
Santa and children will bring their
wish lists, drawings or catalog photos of the items they hope to find

under the tree.
Grable said visitors might want
to see Santa sooner than later as the
heavy crowds typically materialize
just days before Christmas
“We have our slow nights and our
busy nights. It’s really busy the last
two days we’re open,” Grable said.
“That’s when people stand in line.
It’s also a little bit colder. If people
plan ahead, they can avoid standing
in line.”
For more information on the Santa
House, call the Parks Department at
692-7538.

Arts&Music
Friday, Nov. 25

through Jan. 22.

Ha Ha Tonka w/Tommy & The High Pilots,
The Firebird, St. Louis, Doors 8 p.m.; Show 8:45
p.m.
The Urge with Funky Butt Brass Band,
LucaBrasi, The Pageant, St. Louis, Doors 7 p.m.;
Show 8 p.m.
Cumberland Gap, Stagger Inn Again, 10 p.m.,
21+
Rukus (back bar), Laurie’s Place, Edwardsville,
9:30 p.m. to 1:30 a.m.
Butterfly Distortion, Blue Agave, Belleville
Bolero, 8 p.m., Powell Symphony Hall, St.
Louis
David Noonan and Emily Wardill: Sick Serena
and Dregs and Wreck and Wreck, Tuesday to
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Open late until 8 p.m. Thursday,
Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis. Exhibits
run through Dec. 30
Monet’s Water Lilies, Tuesday through Sunday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., St.
Louis Art Museum, Forest Park, St. Louis. Runs

Saturday, Nov. 26
Various Hands CD Release, The Firebird, St.
Louis, Doors 8 p.m.; Show 9 p.m.
Ivas John Band, Stagger Inn Again, 10 p.m.,
21+
Jam Session w/ Mo’ Pleasure (front bar), 2 to 6
p.m./ Mo’ Pleasure (back bar), 9:30 p.m. to 1:30
a.m., Laurie’s Place, Edwardsville
Stevie Ray Vaughan Tribute, The Pageant, St.
Louis, Doors 7 p.m.; Show 8 p.m.
Bolero, 8 p.m., Powell Symphony Hall, St.
Louis
LIVE at Jacoby: The Crusell Quartet, Doors
open at 6 p.m., Concert 7 to 9 p.m., General
Admission $10, Seniors and Students $8, Jacoby
Arts Center, Alton
David Noonan and Emily Wardill: Sick Serena
and Dregs and Wreck and Wreck, Tuesday to
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Open late until 8 p.m. Thursday,
Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis. Exhibits

run through Dec. 30
Monet’s Water Lilies, Tuesday through Sunday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., St.
Louis Art Museum, Forest Park, St. Louis. Runs
through Jan. 22.
Reflections of the Buddha, Wednesday, noon
to 5 p.m., Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Pulitzer
Foundation for the Arts, St. Louis. Exhibit runs
through March 12.

Sunday, Nov. 27
The Nutcracker Meets Jazz, 3 p.m., Powell
Symphony Hall, St. Louis
David Noonan and Emily Wardill: Sick Serena
and Dregs and Wreck and Wreck, Tuesday to
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m.
to 4 p.m., Open late until 8 p.m. Thursday,
Contemporary Art Museum, St. Louis. Exhibits
run through Dec. 30
Monet’s Water Lilies, Tuesday through Sunday
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., St.
Louis Art Museum, Forest Park, St. Louis. Runs
through Jan. 22.

